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Do you BELIEVE? Maybe it's time to BELONG.
Have you thought about becoming Catholic? Been coming to Mass for a while and want to learn
more about the Catholic faith? We invite you to learn more about what Catholics believe in an
open and welcoming environment. Perhaps you have a Catholic spouse or fiancé and you want to
learn more about their faith. Maybe you'd like to reconnect with your Catholic faith and the
sacraments. Have you been baptized into another Christian religion yet possess the desire to
become Catholic? Then Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is for you!

What is the Rite of Christian Initiation?
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops describes the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults as
a process in which participants "undergo…conversion as they study the Gospel, profess faith in
Jesus and the Catholic Church, and receive the sacraments…The RCIA process follows the
ancient practice of the Church and was restored by the Second Vatican Council as the normal
way adults prepare for baptism."
Likewise, the language used in the RCIA process is that of the early Church formation programs.
Catechumens are those people who are seeking full initiation into the Catholic Church through
all of the Sacraments of Initiation – Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation. Candidates are people
who have been baptized in a Christian tradition but are seeking initiation into the Catholic
Church through Eucharist and Confirmation.

All are Welcome!
RCIA is an open process of study, exploration, faith-sharing, and faith formation with specific
liturgical rites for seekers and inquirers. Seekers and inquirers are non-baptized adults who desire
to be fully initiated into the Roman Catholic Church and/or baptized adult Christians who desire
full communion in the Roman Catholic Church.
Adults or older children who have not been baptized and desire to join the Church are invited
into the ancient celebration of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. During this process,
which is marked by regular ritual acts, participants are introduced to the liturgy, the teachings,
and the life of the Catholic Church.
Adults or older children who were baptized in another Christian denomination prepare in a
similar way for the sacraments of Confirmation and the Eucharist during their reception into the
Catholic Church.

